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For some, the story of the coming forth of the Book of
Mormon has seemed too bizarre and fanciful to be be-
lievable. This was especially true at the time of its pub-
lication in 1830. People were suspicious of the claim
that an ancient book written on golden plates had been
revealed to a young farmer. It has taken nearly two cen-
turies of archeological discoveries to fully demonstrate
that the details of the buried Nephite record fit in ex-
ceptionally well with hidden books from all over the
ancient world.

Hidden Recovds

Many passages in the Book of Mormon speak of it and
other records being hidden up, often in the earth, in or-
der to come forth to the world at a later time.! According
to John A. Tvedtnes, “The concept of hiding books for
future generations to discover is [also] evident in a large
number of early documents from the ancient Near East,
whence came the peoples of the Book of Mormon.?
The reports and legends contained in these documents

stretch back to Adam himself.

When two rabbis, upon reportedly discovering a record
hidden by Adam, said that a divine power stopped them
from fully reading it,’ another rabbi explained that God
“does not desire that so much should be revealed to the
world, but when the days of the Messiah will be near at
hand ... it will be revealed to all, as it is written.” In “an
early Jewish text ... Moses instructed Joshua on how to
preserve the books (parchments) he was leaving in his
charge ... and [to] deposit them in earthen jars until
the day of recompense.”” The Dead Sea Scrolls (some of
which were found in earthen jars) the Nag Hammadi
texts, and a host of other discovered documents con-
firm that many ancient records really were preserved
for future generations.®

Metallic Plates, Stone Boxes, and
Sealed Documents

The idea that the Book of Mormon was engraved onto
golden plates and buried in a stone box, along with oth-
er sacred relics, was ridiculed by some people in the
19th century.” Yet today, according to H. Curtis Wright,



“literally thousands of metal documents” have been
discovered from “all over the ancient world.”® These in-
clude a variety of documents made from gold and gold
alloys, some of which are from ancient America.’ The
discovery of ancient hidden relics, many of them also
made from precious materials, is also significant."

An ancient Egyptian temple text “describes how to in-
scribe a text on a gold or silver lamella (plate) and place
it ‘in a clean box.”!! That such boxes were actually used
to preserve documents and sacred relics is now widely
attested throughout the ancient world."? For instance, in
1854, “six small inscribed plates (gold, silver, bronze, tin,
and lead, with one alabaster) were found in a stone box
buried beneath [Sargon II's] palace foundation”" In a
1933 excavation at “Persepolis, two pairs of [inscribed]
plates (one silver and one gold in each pair) were found
in stone boxes placed in the foundation corners of the
palace”'* And “in 1965 a set of nineteen inscribed gold

plates was found in a bronze box.”*?

Another seeming peculiarity of the Book of Mormon is
that a portion of its plates were sealed.'® Legal scholar
John W. Welch has pointed out that a number of an-
cient documents were also preserved in two parts—one
part sealed and the other open—with both parts bound
together in some fashion.'” These two-part documents
were often legal in nature, validated by witnesses, and
intentionally preserved for safe-keeping. These features
have remarkable correspondences with the Book of
Mormon.'®

Mountains, Caves, and Angels

Mountains often symbolize temples or holy sanctu-
aries.” Likely in relation with this theme, the Book of
Mormon reports that several sacred revelations—in-
cluding the Book of Mormon itself—were received,
recorded, or buried in association with mountains or
hills.*® Historical accounts indicate that many Nephite
records were preserved in a hillside cave,” and the Book
of Mormon itself emphasizes that it would be “brought
out of the earth” (Mormon 8:16).> Joseph Smith said
that an angel named Moroni had responsibility for the
plates and led him to their buried location on a hill near
his family’s farm (Joseph Smith—History 1:21-54).

Many ancient documents were also found or reported-
ly hidden in mountains or caves. For instance, the The
Cologne Mani Codex indicates that “an angel brought
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Enosh to a mountain and instructed him to write on
bronze tablets and hide his record” In Russia, “twelve
small gold plates” were reportedly found “in a hill.”* In
the Masonic tradition, the prophet Enoch “inscribed his
revelation on a gold plate that he concealed in a temple
he constructed inside a mountain.”?* And in a number
of ancient texts, buried or hidden records or relics were
guarded by an angel or some sort of divine power.”

The large set of documents collectively referred to as
the Dead Sea Scrolls were found in caves surround-
ing the Dead Sea. In ancient Mesoamerica, caves held
deep mythological symbolism and were often consid-
ered to be sacred.” In 2005, Holley Moyes and James
Brady noted that “only in the last decade have caves
been widely recognized as ritual spaces by Mesoamer-
ican archaeologists. Since caves in Mesoamerica were
used almost exclusively for ritual, they provide an un-
rivaled context for studying pre-Columbian religion.””
The Book of Mormon’s emphasis on caves and sacred
records coming forth out of the earth fits right in with
these findings.*®

In light of post-1830 discoveries from all over the world,
and especially from the Middle East, it can be seen that
the Book of Mormon is at home in the ancient world.
Doubled and witnessed legal documents, engraved
golden plates, sealed records, stone boxes, sacred hill-
side repositories, caches of precious relics—all of these
things are abundantly attested in antiquity, both arche-
ologically and textually.

Not only can such discoveries strengthen our faith in
the Book of Mormon, but they can also help us bet-
ter understand and appreciate it. For instance, in our
day it takes only a few moments to digitally upload or
download what would have been a virtual wagonload of
documents in the ancient world! Recognizing that Ne-
phite prophets had to find precious ore, forge their own
plates, carefully engrave each character, haul the heavy
plates to safe locations, and create durable containers
to protect them should increase our gratitude for the
sacred writings they recorded and preserved.

The Book of Mormon is a testament to the faith and
love of the Nephite prophets. The prophet Enos said he
prayed that the Lord “would preserve a record of my
people, the Nephites ... that it might be brought forth



at some future day” (Enos 1:13). In response, the Lord
promised to fulfill this request in His “own due time”
(v. 16). He also revealed to Enos that “Thy fathers have
also required of me this thing; and it shall be done unto
them according to their faith; for their faith was like
unto thine” (v. 18).

These verses show that the Book of Mormon exists to-
day because ancient prophets were concerned for future
generations whom they would never meet in mortality.
They truly cared about us. In turn, we ought to deeply
care about them. Only when we recognize and accept
the Book of Mormon as an ancient record can we gain
the fullest understanding and appreciation for its sacred
messages and the prophets who wrote them.
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