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Christ with Three Nephite Disciples by Gary L. Kapp

Why Was the 3 Nephites’ Wish Helpful for
Mormon and Moroni?

“Therefore, more blessed are ye, for ye shall never taste of death; but ye
shall live to behold all the doings of the Father unto the children of men.”
3 Nephi 28:7

The Know

As one of His last acts in the New World, Christ gave
his twelve disciples an incredible opportunity. He asked
them what they wanted from Him before He ascended
to the Father (3 Nephi 28:1). Most of them said “that
after we have lived unto the age of man, that our minis-
try, wherein thou hast called us, may have an end, that
we may speedily come unto thee in thy kingdom” (v. 2).
But three of the disciples said that they wanted to live
until Christ’s second coming, continuing to preach the
gospel (v. 9).

Christ granted their request (3 Nephi 28:9), and the
three continued to minister on earth.! Mormon and
Moroni give detailed specifics about these three disci-
ples, generally known as “the three Nephites,” even de-
tailing the number of times they were thrown into fur-
naces, prisons, or dens of wild beasts (v. 19-22).

One might wonder where Mormon and Moroni got
such specific information about the lives of these disci-
ples. It is likely that some of the information about them
in the Book of Mormon came from interviews between
Mormon and Moroni and the three disciples them-

selves.? After all, Mormon said, “I have seen them, and
they have ministered unto me” (3 Nephi 28:26). Moroni
spoke of his experiences with these disciples in nearly
the same words as his father: “But behold, my father and
I have seen them, and they have ministered unto us”
(Mormon 8:11).

If Mormon and Moroni had spoken to these three dis-
ciples, they could have told him about the trials they
had been through, perhaps as a way to relate to Mor-
mon in his suffering. Such an interview would have al-
lowed Mormon to record these events in exact detail.’
They could also provide eye-witness details to historical
events from hundreds of years ago, including (most im-
portantly) details about Christ’'s Nephite ministry.

For example, perhaps they supplied Moroni with the
statement of Jesus in Mormon 9:22-25, which appears
in no other place in the Book of Mormon. Moroni intro-
duced the statement as something said by “Jesus Christ,
the Son of God, unto his disciples who should tarry;’
but then clarifies that the Lord said it “to all his disci-
ples, in the hearing of the multitude” (Mormon 9:22). It



is possible that Moroni began by recording something
he heard directly from the three Nephites, but then re-
alized that others had heard the statement as well, and
so added his clarifying statement.*

The Why

The three Nephite disciples would have been eyewit-
nesses to Christ’s coming in the Americas.” As such,
they had personally participated in what was arguably
the most important event to take place in the western
hemisphere up to that point. The writings of Mormon
and Moroni may well preserve for the modern reader
bits of information gleaned from interviewing witness-
es of the founding event of that dispensation.

Grant Hardy, a historian, felt, “It would be wonderful
to write about something that happened four hundred
years earlier and still have an eyewitness there that you
could ask questions of to clarify this or that”® One can
only assume that Mormon and Moroni would have
treasured the words of such eyewitnesses, explaining
why they would have preserved the words of and var-
ious details about these witnesses.

A similar scenario exists at the beginning of this dispen-
sation. Brigham Young, John Taylor, Wilford Woodruft,
Lorenzo Snow, and Joseph E Smith and many others
all personally knew Joseph Smith.” Because of this,
their speeches and writings contain bits of information
gleaned from interviewing an eyewitness of the found-
ing event of this dispensation: the first vision. In this
way, the words of these early prophets, prophets that
some modern readers may no longer be familiar with,
are a window on the first vision and the events of the
early restoration.

It may be easy for some readers to take the Book of
Mormon and the words of the early prophets for grant-
ed. However, many readers of the Book of Mormon and
church history would likely also say that they wished
they could have witnessed Christ’s visit to the temple at
Bountiful or the First Vision. Knowing that the Book
of Mormon was written by people who not only had
contemporary records but actually conversed with eye-
witnesses to the events of 3 Nephi might cause some
readers to look at it more carefully as a window into this
magnificent event.

In the same way, it might also cause some readers to
look more carefully at the words of the early prophets,
words that allow readers a glimpse into the First Vision,
just as Mormons words give readers a glimpse into
Christ’s visit to the Nephites.
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