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Beok of NMovmaen Been Found?

“Now there were not so- many of the childrew of Nephi . . . as there were of the
peoble of Zowahemla, who-was o descendont of Mulek.” Mosiadv 25:2

The Know

Archaeologists excavating in Jerusalem discovered a
small stamp seal (a clay emblem that would be used to
mark documents with a signature) in the 1980s belong-
ing to a certain Malkiyahu ben hamelek, or Malkiyahu
son of the king. Dating to the late 7th to early 6th centu-
ries BC, “The oval-shaped stamp seal of Malkiyahu ben
hamelek was fashioned of bluish green malchite stone
and is very small, measuring just 15 mm long by 11 mm
wide (smaller than a dime) and only 7 mm thick™ Al-
though small, this stamp seal carries great importance
for establishing the historical existence of one of the Bi-
ble’s more enigmatic figures, and potentially for a Book
of Mormon personality.

Jeremiah 38 tells how the prophet Jeremiah was cast
“into the dungeon [Hebrew: “the pit”] of Malchiah the
son of Hammelech” (KJV Jeremiah 38:6). While the
King James Bible incorrectly rendered it as a proper
name, Hammelech (ha-melech) in Hebrew is “the king”

This is reflected in modern Bible translations: “So they

took Jeremiah and threw him into the cistern of Malchi-
ah, the king’s son” (NRSV).

The name rendered Malchiah in the Hebrew of this
passage is Malkiyahu, exactly as the name on the stamp
seal, meaning “Yahweh is king” (This name is com-
posed of the Hebrew elements mlk, “king,” and yhw, an
abbreviation of the divine name Yahweh.) Accordingly,
it is highly likely that the Malkiyahu on the stamp seal is
none other than Malchiah in Jeremiah 38.

Turning to the Book of Mormon, Mulek (or Muloch?),
the son of king Zedekiah (Helaman 6:10; 8:21; cf. 1 Ne-
phi 1:4), makes his first appearance in Mosiah 25. Ac-
cording to the Nephite record, Mulek escaped the mas-
sacre of his family at the hands of the Babylonians (cf.
2 Kings 25:1-7) and established a colony in the New
World in a region later named Zarahemla, after one of
Mulek’s descendants (Mosiah 25:1-5). Upon their dis-
covery, the so-called Mulekites joined with the Nephites
and accepted Mosiah as their king (Omni 1:12-19).



The name Mulek is not found in the King James Version
of the Bible. Still, some Latter-day Saint scholars have
proposed that Mulek is a hypocoristic (abbreviated or
shortened) form of Malchiah/Malkiyahu, or a form of
this name that dropped the divine name (yhw) element,
leaving only mlk (meaning “king”).” (Hebrew during
the time of Nephi and Lehi was written without vowels.)
If the Bible’s Malchiah is the same person as the Book
of Mormon’s Mulek, then the stamp seal belonging to
Malkiyahu would lend independent credibility to the
historical existence of Mulek.

Complicating things somewhat is the fact that the iden-
tity of Malkiyahu’s father (“the king”) is unknown. LDS
archaeologist Jeffrey Chadwick has asked, “was Malki-
yahu the son of Zedekiah? Since neither the Malkiyahu
seal nor the passage in Jeremiah 38:6 specifically stipu-
late that Zedekiah was the king to whom Malkiyahu was
related, we may only assume that this was so.” Neverthe-
less, Chadwick reasoned “that no other monarch’s name
was recorded in Jeremiah 38, and that this therefore
“suggests very strongly that the king who was the father
of Malkiyahu was the king in the chapter’s general con-
text—namely, Zedekiah™

The Why

Although impossible to definitively prove, Mulek can
be seen as a very strong candidate for being one and
the same as the Malchiah/Malkiyahu mentioned in
the book of Jeremiah and on the stamp seal discovered
in Jerusalem. While other unknown factors remain
unresolved, such as Mulek’s age when he fled Jerusa-
lem, these complications do not diminish the overall
strength of the evidence presented above. Indeed, upon
encountering this evidence the prominent non-Mor-
mon biblical scholar David Noel Freedman reportedly
exclaimed, “If Joseph Smith came up with that one, he
did pretty good!™

Knowing Mulek’s identity and high status in Judean
society helps readers better understand and appreciate
both biblical and Book of Mormon history and per-
sonalities. “Mulek is important because he established
one of the Book of Mormon Peoples and because Bible
students have assumed that Nebuchadnezzar executed
all of Zedekiah’s sons, an observation unsupported by
ancient evidence and refuted by the Book of Mormon
account of Mulek’s survival”®

Mormonss historicity, as with the rare discovery of the
Nihm altars in southern Arabia linked to Ishmaels
death and burial,” with the even rarer discovery of this
small, inscribed seal, “it is quite possible that an archae-
ological artifact of a Book of Mormon personality has
been identified. It appears that the seal of Mulek has
been found.™®
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