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What Do Nephi and Isaiah 
Say about the End Times?

“Howl ye, for the day of the Lord is at hand; 
it shall come as a destruction from the Almighty.” 

2 Nephi 23:6; Isaiah 13:6

The Know 
As already discussed, much can be gained by 
comparing the themes in the “Nephite prophet-
ic view” with Nephi’s quotes from Isaiah.1 The 
fourth and final stage of the Nephite prophetic 
view “discloses the events and conditions that 
will prevail at the end times.”2 The main themes 
are God’s ultimate victory over evil, the reward 
of the righteous, and punishment of the wicked. 
 
In the final phase of his sweeping vision, Nephi 
saw “the Lamb of God in that day that he shall 
manifest himself unto them in word, and also 
in power, in very deed, unto the taking away of 
their stumbling blocks” (1 Nephi 14:1). Nephi 
also saw that the righteous Gentiles “shall be a 

blessed people upon the promised land forever,” 
that “the house of Israel shall no more be con-
founded” (1 Nephi 14:2), and that the great and 
abominable church will be destroyed (1 Nephi 
14:3). These themes are repeated throughout 1 
Nephi 14. 

The final judgment of the Lord is also a frequent 
theme in Isaiah and is scattered throughout 
the Isaiah chapters Nephi quoted. Nephi’s long 
block quote of Isaiah begins with a prophecy 
about the “the last days, when the mountain of 
the Lord’s house shall be established” (2 Nephi 
12:2; Isaiah 2:2).3 Here, Isaiah described the 
Lord establishing his kingdom (2 Nephi 12:1–5) 
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and punishments to befall idol worshippers (2 
Nephi 12:6–11; Isaiah 2:6–11). 

Also relevant to this subject, Isaiah 10–11 (2 
Nephi 20–21) contain prophecies of “the day of 
visitation” (2 Nephi 20:3; Isaiah 10:3) when the 
wicked will be visited with all kinds of punish-
ments (2 Nephi 20:3–18; Isaiah 10:3–18). Isa-
iah then foretold the establishment of the Lord’s 
kingdom, explaining that “with righteous-
ness shall he judge the poor” (2 Nephi 21:4; Isa-
iah 11:14), and that the people “shall not hurt 
nor destroy” and “the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord” (2 Nephi 21:9; Isaiah 
11:9). In his prophecy following his Isaiah quo-
tation (2 Nephi 25–30), Nephi ended by drawing 
explicitly on Isaiah 11 when describing the last 
days (see 2 Nephi 21:5–9; 30:11–15).4   

Several other Isaiah passages from 2 Nephi 
12–24 (Isaiah 2–14) could be mentioned in this 
regard. In particular, Isaiah 14:19 (2 Nephi 
24:19) describes the wicked as “an abominable 
branch.” Might this not have brought to Nephi’s 
mind the great and abominable church from his 
vision? Or the great and spacious building from 
his father’s dream, all of which surrounded the 
great tree of eternal life? 

The Why 
Several prophets have described the events that 
will transpire in the last days, but in Nephi’s 
world, the prophet who had spoken most simi-
larly to his vision of that future day was Isaiah. 
So, Nephi unsurprisingly, through careful selec-
tion of material from Isaiah, used him as a sec-
ond witness, attesting that in the end the Lord 
will prevail, the righteous will be rewarded, and 
the wicked will be destroyed.  

Nephi’s fairly straightforward description of 
this process in 1 Nephi 14 helps readers better 
detect this pattern in the apocalyptic passages 
of Isaiah, which Nephi uses in 2 Nephi 12–24. 
Reading Isaiah’s more cryptic prose with the aid 
of Nephi’s prophecies clarifies and illuminates 
the teachings on the final judgment, God’s ulti-
mate triumph, and the rewards or fates await-
ing the righteous and wicked. 

Latter-day prophets and apostles continue to 
warn and teach about the last days, stressing 
that many of the calamities ancient prophets 
like Isaiah and Nephi warned of are being ful-
filled now.5 The common refrain is to prepare 
now, for we do not know exactly when the Lord 
will come. President Ezra Taft Benson taught: 

Are we not witnessing the fulfillment of 
these signs today? The gospel is being 
extended to all nations which permit our 
missionaries to penetrate their countries. 
The Church is prospering and growing. 
Yet in undiminished fury, and with an 
anxiety that his time is short—and it is—
Satan, that great adversary to all men, is 
attempting to destroy all we hold dear.6 

President Benson acknowledged, “this is an un-
pleasant topic on which to dwell. I take no de-
light in its portrayal, nor do I look forward to 
the day when calamities shall come upon man-
kind. But these words are not my own; the Lord 
has spoken them.” He was quick to note, “to an 
otherwise gloomy picture there is a bright side—
the coming of our Lord in all His glory. His com-
ing will be both glorious and terrible, depending 
on the spiritual condition of those who remain.”7 

Dallin H. Oaks pointed out, “the Lord declares 
that some of these signs are His voice calling 
His people to repentance.” Elder Oaks taught, 
“We need to make both temporal and spiritual 
preparation for the events prophesied at the 
time of the Second Coming.”8 The need for spiri-
tual preparation constantly grows in this in-
creasingly secular world. Prophets both ancient 
and modern have warned of impending dangers 
of the last days but have also marked the safe 
way forward.  
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